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MID-CAREER INTERACTION PROGRAM 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Sardar Patel Institute of Public Administration, Ahmedabad 
organized a two-day Mid-Career Interaction between Armed Forces 
and Civil Services Officers on 23-24 August 2012 on the subject Coastal 
and Hinterland Security.  
 
The seminar was supported by the Department of Personnel and Training, 
Government of India.  30 delegates Ù 17 from the three wings of the Armed 
Forces and 13 from the Civil Services from all the states and UTs of 
Western India Ù participated. 
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FIRST DAY 
 

INAUGURATION 
 

 
 
The workshop began with a welcome address by the Director General 
of SPIPA, Mr. Arvind Agarwal. He informed that this is the second 
such Interaction Meet being organized by SPIPA, the first one organized 
in February this year on Disaster Management. He narrated the objective 
of Government of India behind sponsoring such Meets between the 
Armed Forɲɴʂ ɰɽɳ ɘɸʅɸɻ ɨɴʁʅɸɲɴʂ ɤɵɵɸɲɴʁʂ, ɰɽɳ ɴʇɿʁɴʂʂɴɳ ʃɷɴ ɸɽʂʃɸʃʄʃɴÜʂ 
willingness to host more such Meets in the future. 
 
This workshop is intended to help the participants in facing the 
upcoming issues and challenges in hinterland and coastal security. 
SPIPA has tried to arrange the best of speakers, so that the participants 
get an insight into both the administrative and practical perspectives.  
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DAY 1 - FIRST SESSION 
 
ɞɣəɞɖÜɨ ɣɖɩɞɤɣɖɡ ɨɚɘɪɧɞɩɮ: ɘɤɖɨɩɖɡ & HINTERLAND 

DIMENSIONS 
        

Speaker: Dr. Kalyan Raman  
 

 
 
Dr. Kalyan Raman is a Research Fellow at the Institute for Defence Studies 
and Analysis, New Delhi. He has authored three books on the subject.  
 
Dr. Raman gave an overview of the ɲɾʄɽʃʁʈÜʂ ɲɾɰʂʃɰɻ ɰɽɳ ɷɸɽʃɴʁɻɰɽɳ 
security dimensions and the major problems which India faces today. Four 
aspects that should be focussed upon are (a) understand the threat posed; 
(b) analyse why this happened; (c) preparedness is not adequate; and (d) 
emergence of two major factors by which security is being affected, viz.  
 
¶ External Factor - Terrorist activity by militant groups in 

neighbouring countries; and 
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¶ Domestic Factor - Internally formed terrorist groups and the 
support they get from various external agencies.  
 

He then threw light upon various aspects of terrorist activities and how 
they get their support from belligerent countries. He emphasised on the 
need for inter-agency co-ordination, and various aspects of the Indian 
sociological, economic and political scenario. 
 
Dr Raman concluded by stating the 3-fold measures needed to tackle the 
terrorism problem, viz. 
 

1) India should endeavour to maintain communal harmony and 
strengthen its Unity in Diversity; 

2) Deter Pakistan from using terrorism against India and seek 
cooperation of other powerful countries for the same; 

3) Assess the neighbouring countries increasing powers and 
capabilities, especially that of ChinaÜʂ presence in the Indian Ocean, 
and prepare ourselves accordingly. 
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HINTERLAND SECURITY: PROBLEMS & CHALLENGES 
 

Speaker: Mr. Prakash Singh 
 

 
 
Padma Shri Mr. Prakash Singh, Retd. Director General, Border Security 
Force is an expert on terrorism and counter-insurgency. Besides being a 
prolific writer, he is one of the architects of police reforms in our country. 
 
Mr. Prakash Singh gave a new dimension to restoration of counter- 
terrorism activities. He traced the historical background of terrorism. The 
country is facing the problem of terrorism since 1947. Chronologically, he 
gave an account of the emergence of internal militancy and terrorism, viz. 
1950-54 North-East; 1960 Naxalbari; 1970 Assam turmoil and ULFA; 
1980 Punjab; 1990 Insurgency in Kashmir; and so on. He explained the 
dimensions of this problem and pointed out the reasons for the same. He 
dealt with the major challenge faced by India today, that of internal 
terrorism. He suggested steps that need to be taken to counter it. He also 
ʃɾʄɲɷɴɳ ʄɿɾɽ ʃɷɴ ɸɽʂʃɰɽɲɴʂ ɾɵ ÛJudicial ReviewÜ. 
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ISSUES IN THE SECURITY SCENERIO, WITH PARTICULAR 
REFERENCE TO WESTERN INDIA 

 
Speaker: Mr. B. C. Nayak 

 

 
 

Mr. B.C. Nayak is an IPS officer of 1975 batch from the Uttar Pradesh 
cadre. He went on deputation to the Intelligence Bureau, Government of 
India in 1981. He served as Executive Director, ONGC and was 
instrumental in formulating the Corporate Policy Guidelines on Disaster 
Management for ONGC. 
 
Mr. Nayak focused on the security issues of Western India. Rajasthan and 
Gujarat share a 2,000 km border with Pakistan and are, hence, very 
important from the security angle. 
 
He drew attention to 13 major issues which need to be considered with due 
importance from both administrative and defence perspectives. While 
explaining those issues, he pointed out that Maoist activities, i.e. Naxalism, 
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is the one of the most serious internal threats to India. This year, the 
security personnel of CRPF, Police and other para-military forces in 
Jharkhand, Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh were targeted, and many lives 
were lost. The naxal terrorists are now targeting newer areas, such as Ù  

¶ Politically important cities; 

¶ Labour in rural areas; and 

¶ Key places such as airport, rail, various military establishments etc. 
 

Communal violence is another serious threat to national security. He 
highlighted the phrase Costal Vulnerability with the help of the following 
points: 

¶ Entire costal area remains dangerous for intrusion; 

¶ Big challenge to main ports, particularly those which are being used 
for storage of oil; 

¶ Intrusion of many foreign ships in the territorial waters of India, 
without having valid permission. 

 
The problems faced by Indian Coast Guards are mainly due to Ù  

¶ Lack of arms and sea vessels well equipped with advanced 
technologies; and 

¶ Shortage of manpower. 
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CHALLENGES TO COSTAL SECURITY  
 

Speaker: Ms. Pushita Das  

 
 
Ms. Pushpita Das is an alumnus of Jawaharlal Nehru University, from 
where she did Ph.D. She is an Associate Fellow at the Institute for Defence 
Studies & Analysis. She is currently associated with NSCS- IDSA joint 
project on Coastal security.  
 
Ms. Das started with IndiaÜʂ coastal security scenario. In the 2008 Mumbai 
attack, terrorist groups entered using a fishing boat. A similar mode was 
adopted in 1993 when Mumbai serial blasts took place. In all these major 
instances, India was attacked by terrorists taking advantage of the coastal 
area which cannot be fenced. Government of India has adopted some 
Coastal security schemes, under which Ù  
 

1. Costal Police Stations were established in coastal areas; and 
2. Marine Police Force was created. 

 
After 26/11 Mumbai attack, Govt. has created the Sagar Prahari Dal. 
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COASTAL SECURITY: DIFFERING PERSEPTIVES AND HOW 

TO ACHIEVE FUNCTIONAL COORDINATION 
 

Panelists: 
Mr. A. S. Rajan, Mr. Dinesh 
Rajaputhran and Mr. S. G. Bhati 
 

 
 

 
The first speaker Mr. A. S. Rajan, is an IPS Officer and recipient of 
ɥʁɴʂɸɳɴɽʃÜʂ ɥɾɻɸɲɴ ɢɴɳɰɻ ɰɽɳ ɞɽɳɸɰɽ ɥɾɻɸɲɴ ɢɴɳɰɻ. Mr. Rajan dwelt on the 
Western Coastal Region of the country. He gave an example of fishermen 
and pointed out the security situation arising out of the close proximity of 
Western Indian ports and the Pakistani ports. He believed that fishermen 
are the eyes and ears of the all coastal security agencies. He further 
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mentioned the problems related to fishermen and responsibilities of various 
security agencies. 
 
The second speaker Mr. Dinesh Rajaputhran, TM, DIG, Indian Coast 
Guard North West Region, mentioned that, in the present world security 
scenario, securing the sea and coastal line is one of the most challenging 
tasks. He pointed out our limitations in controlling these natural elements 
and stressed on the need for better equipment to protect our seas. The 26/11 
attack showed the deficient maritime sʄʁʅɴɸɻɻɰɽɲɴ ɰɻɾɽɶ ɞɽɳɸɰÜʂ ʅɰʂʃ ɲoast.  
 
Mr. S. G. Bhati, ACP, Ahmedabad defined the vulnerability of Gujarat 
state in terms of coastal and land borders and importance of longest coastal 
line security as compared to land security. He talked about the changed 
scenario in coastal infrastructure requirement. He pointed out the 
inadequacy of weapons, manpower and training. 
 
Summing up, Mr. Rajan highlighted the need of inter-agency coordination 
at each and every level with numerous informative examples. 
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SAGAR KAVACH: EVOLUTION OF AN EFFECTIVE SYSTEM 
 

Speaker: Mr. Dinesh Rajaputhran 
 

 
 
The first day ended with a talk by Mr. Dinesh Rajaputhran on Sagar 
Kavach. He illustrated the strategic location of India and its vulnerable 
position because of the quantum of traffic in the Indian Ocean region. He 
dwelt on the initiatives taken for Coastal securitypost-26/11.The Sagar 
Kavach system is a good initiative, and he explained its functional aspects 
and upcoming plans. 
 
With these informative and enlightening sessions, the First Day of the 
Interaction Meet ended very meaningfully for all the participants.  
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2nd DAY 
 

EXTERNAL PERPESCTIVE IN COASTAL & HINTERLAND 
SECURITY 

         
Speaker: Mr. Praveen Swami 

 

 
 
The first Speaker of the second day, Mr. Praveen Swami, is Chief of 
National Bureau and Senior Associate Editor of The Hindu. Mr. Swami 
majored in History. He has authored two books and written numerous 
ɰʁʃɸɲɻɴʂ. ɝɴ ɸʂ ɰ ʁɴɲɸɿɸɴɽʃ ɾɵ Ûɞɽɳɸɰɽ ɚʇɿʁɴʂʂ, ɧɰɼɽɰʃɷ ɜɾɴɽɺɰ ɥʁɸɽʃ 
ɟɾʄʁɽɰɻɸʂɼ ɰɽɳ ɨɰɽʂɺʁɸʃɸ ɨɰɼɼɰɰɽÜ.  
 
Mr. Swami started his talk with the relation between the external problems 
and internal players. He focused on the Islamist situation in our 
neighborhood and impact of the external network India. 
 




